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With the mornings and evenings getting lighter I believe we 
are, at last, coming out of what feels to me like a long, dark 
and very wet winter.

Like you, we’ve been very busy 
at work, the nation’s herd seems 
to be more challenged than ever 
and the phone doesn’t ever 
seem to stop ringing and I’m 
sure it’s the same for you. We are 
finding as a company that many 
of our farmers are taking notice 
(or having to take notice due to 
pressure from milk wholesalers, 
supermarkets and welfare groups) 
of their cows’ feet and having to 
address their lameness issues more than 
ever before. This is all a good thing, no 
cow needs to be lame. The other good 
thing I am noting more and more is a 
heightened awareness of the NACFT and 
the importance of using a properly qualified 
foot trimmer, it would appear that all the 
meetings and promotional opportunities 
the Committee and I are taking to promote 
the professionalism of the NACFT and 
importance of using properly qualified 
trimmers is bearing fruit. 

With a month to go before our U.K. Foot 
Trimmer’s Conference it’s been very busy 
indeed. The trouble with having put on a 
couple of successful conferences, means 
that the pressure increases to deliver a 
bigger and better event, but I’m pleased 
to say the NACFT Committee are rising to 
the occasion and plans for Nottingham are 
falling together nicely. We are particularly 
pleased that we all have the opportunity 
to visit the University of Nottingham’s 
new Centre for Dairy Science Innovation 
at their Sutton Bonington Campus where 
our Saturday event will be held by kind 
permission of the university and Nigel 
Armstrong, the Herd Manager at the new 
centre. This facility hasn’t been formally 
opened yet so we are very grateful to be 
allowed to come and have a look before 
it’s gone public.

One foot trimmer recently 
commented that he didn’t need 
to come to conference as he 
knew all he needs to about foot 
trimming and didn’t have anything 
more he thought he needed to 
learn. I have to admit that I was 
rather taken aback, how can 
getting together and socialising 
with a large group of foot 
trimmers and other foot trimming 
related industry professionals be 

a waste of time? The social benefits of doing 
that alone are numerous but to hear latest 
research and share new and existing ideas 
or theories can never be described as a time 
waster. I may have been trimming for longer 
than some of our younger members have 
been alive (what a depressing thought!), but 
I truly believe that you’re never too old to 
learn new things and explore latest findings. 

And then of course, there’s the NACFT 
AGM at the end of the Conference, it’s 
vitally important that as many members as 
possible attend so the membership can 
have their say, so if you have been telling 
yourself that you’re too busy or can’t justify 
attending, please do reconsider. If this was 
not enough, I hope the thought of free food, 
teas and coffees all day Friday and our free 
drinks bar and dinner on Friday evening 
might help persuade you to come and join 
us even if hearing about latest research 
findings doesn’t float your boat!

I hope to see you soon, and in the meantime 
I wish you good, and safe trimming.

Cheers,
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by Owen Atkinson,  
Dairy Veterinary Consultancy

We all know what a lame cow looks like. 
But it is well known that farmers can miss 
seeing early stages of lameness unless 
they specifically look for it.

 
I’ve been teaching 
farmers, vets and 
trimmers to mobility score 
cows for many years. 
When I first started doing 
it, I was worried I’d be 
“teaching Grandma to 
suck eggs”. However, 
the feedback has almost 
always been appreciative, 
so I no longer worry! 
People tell me time and 
again the training has 
helped them look at cows 

in a different way. The key word is “look”. Imagine you are a 
lion trying to pick out your prey - after all, that is the situation. 
Cows are prey animals, and they have adapted to mask pain. 
Man is a hunter, and has developed skills at reading the body 
language of animals. Mobility scoring is about re-honing 
those visual skills, and focusing on lameness rather than, say, 
bulling signs or how pretty the cow is.

The obvious lame cows, those that are slower than their herd 
mates, perhaps at the back of the herd, last coming into the 
parlour or holding a foot up, might be considered as the lion’s 
next dinner. They have lost their ability to mask the lameness. 
You don’t need to mobility score to find these cows. They are 
“dead meat”, or more correctly, Mobility Score 3 cows.

It is the next level down, the Score 2 cows, which mobility 
scoring is valuable for. They will walk at the same speed as 
their herd mates and are probably well hidden in the herd. 
These cows will benefit from treatment as soon as possible. 
Research (and common sense) tells us that if treatment is 
delayed they will have a lower chance of recovery and, if they 
should recover, a higher chance of becoming lame again. 
Often farmers treat (or put out for the trimmer) just the Score 
3 cows. These may be the worst ones but by missing Score 
2 cows they never get on top of their lameness problem. It is 
like treating mastitis only once the quarter has gone rock-
solid and ruined rather than at an earlier stage when there is 
still hope of a cure. Not clever.

Eyes Down. Some tips

Make sure foot trimming is targeting those 
cows which are most likely to benefit and 
most likely to recover quickly (i.e. the 
Score 2 cows).

Mobility Scoring the herd can be done as 
the cows return to the parlour as long as 
the walking surface is sound (not pasture, 
muddy or stony). 
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So how do farmers spot Score 2 cows? 
Here are some tips:

1. Look. You really do need to focus on just mobility scoring. 
You won’t find them unless you look, and if you are doing 
other jobs too, such as milking, feeding or scraping muck, 
you are not properly looking.

2. Be trained. Although a Score 2 lame cow will try and 
mask her lameness, there are “tells” which will give her 
away. You need to know and understand what these are. 
You also need to understand the AHDB Dairy four-point 
Mobility Score scale.

3. Pay attention to walking speed, stride length, back 
position, head movement, tracking, walking rhythm and 
position of the fetlocks. That is seven things to look for, 
which is not easy when a group of cows are tumbling past 
you at speed. 

4. Watch the feet. Through experience of teaching mobility 
scoring, I reckon that a common reason for people 
missing lame cows (which I think are obvious) is because 
they are not looking at the feet. A back arch can be a 
valuable “tell”, but many lame cows will not show this. 
Watching foot placement is more valuable.

5. Think where, when and who. Who is the best person 
to do the Mobility Scoring? It must be someone who is 
trained - and who has good eyesight! Think, when is the 
best time? Often it is at milking time as cows are coming 
out of the parlour. Think, where is the best place to stand? 
The cows should be easily identifiable, and need to be 
walking a few un-interrupted paces on level ground with 
good grip.

Mobility scoring helps farmers to alter the threshold at which 
they react to new lameness cases. It makes detection more 
sensitive, and allows farms to get ahead of the curve with 
their treatments. I encourage every dairy farmer to mobility 
score their herd at least once a fortnight. Some don’t see the 
point of it, or think they already spot their lame cows soon 
enough. This is a real shame because my own research and 
that of others shows that this simply isn’t true. These farmers 
are denying themselves the possibility of less lameness, 
more efficient use of their time (and their trimmer) and better 
profitability, as well as a happier herd.

Afterword: There is now a register of trained mobility scorers 
(ROMS) - see www.ROMS.org.uk. Becoming a registered 
scorer is a good way to demonstrate you have been trained 
in the AHDB Dairy Mobility Score system and that you update 
your skills regularly.

Foot shape and angle can be a useful 
“tell”. This cow has a very upright foot 
stance and a high heal because she is 
suffering from digital dermatitis. The 
fetlock will also be higher off the ground 
than the opposite side because she is 
bearing less weight on the lame foot.

Look at the feet placement. The back foot 
print should over-lie the front foot print 
almost perfectly - this is called “tracking”.

for early detection.
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The ALL4FEET program has been designed by Cattle Hoof 
Trimmers in conjunction with Vets, Nutritionists and Farmers 
to allows cattle hoof trimmer contractors to record important 
information on hoof ailments and treatments, then sharing 
detailed hoof reports via the internet with the customers own team 
of Consultants, Farm Manager, Herdsman, Vets, Nutritionist, 
Students, Farm Assurance and Milk buyers with individuals 
access controlled by an administrator “the hoof trimmer”. This in 
turn will promotes an immediate response to problems, concerns 
and taking urgent recommended action from their consultants will 
promote animal welfare and increase margins. 

An affordable ALL4FEET recording device is a 10” tablet 
that is secured safely in a rugged, rubber case. The recording 
program has been designed by hoot trimmers to record on farm 
mounted on any trimming crush, the recording program is very 
user friendly, making it fast and simple to input information. 
With an ability to score diseases, input treatments, input 
recommendations and comments, photographs concerns,  
3 month history recall with alarm, highlighted recall, trial and 
limb damage keys. The contractor can transfer results onto the 
ALL4FEET website on farm or at home as well as automatically 
transferring reports and customer details between tablets for 
companies that employ a number of hoof trimmers.

The ALL4FEET site can be used by the farmer to highlight 
problems on individual cows or groups, search cows and view 
trimming history, ailments and photos as well as print reports.  
A monthly diary to view upcoming trimming visits and information 
on who has been viewing the farm reports with the ability allow 
or restrict access. The graph information on the site has been 
designed by “Owen Atkinson BVSc DCHP MRCVS” to allow 
vets useful visual information. Detailed spread sheets that can 
be downloaded on to consultant’s computers and the ability to 
transfer data to other sites automatically. An e mail is sent to all 
parties informing of updated reports, a auto text notification for 
treatments, recommendations and routine visits reminders to the 
herdsman’s mobile phone Farmers and Consultants can logon 
to the ALL4FEET at www.all4feet.uk any time to see reports. 

Other Apps that can be purchased to work in conjunction  
with the recording program.

• Mobility scoring, condition, cleanliness scoring app which 
uploads data to the ALL4FEET site, which highlights 
scored limbs when hoof trimming

• Automated mobile texting, report update, 24 hour reminder 
bandage list, 5 week block reminder list, 4 day trimming 
visit date reminder,

• Online diary manager with routine visit calculator enabling 
the farmer to view when on their report page.

• The ability transfer data to other data bases
• On farm invoicing system with invoice e mailing and print 

mode.
• Freeze branding countdown alarm clock and counter with 

invoicing system.
• An individual farmer trimming program and mobility  

scoring app that uploads trimming to the contractors 
ALL4FEET site.

This is an affordable service that a hoof trimmer can provide  
to his customers, sharing this information with all farm 
consultants will promote hoof trimmers business and the 
immediate detailed reports will improve the management of 
business and animal welfare. Ultimately this program has 
specifically designed for hoof trimmers to record detailed 
information easily in a short amount of time which in turn 
increase throughput on farm and reduces paperwork.

ALL4FEET
ALL4FEET HOOF RECORDING PROGRAM

If interested in ALL4FEET program 
please visit www.all4feet.uk and 
send details on the contact page 
wishing to view the demo tablet 
management site.





by Steve Simmons

What Does a Foot Trimmer Do 
in the Evening After Trimming?

My post trimming day starts in the late 
afternoon by feeding the cattle, then the 
pigs. I then bed them all down and make 
sure they have what they need. 

When I’m happy that the cattle and pigs are sorted, I start on 
the chickens; getting the eggs, making sure their water nozzles 
are clear and working, and then collect the eggs from the nest 
boxes. I need to make sure that the eggs are sound and not 
cracked as we supply the local pub, The Queen’s Arms in 
Corton Denham, and my farm shop, we then have to stamp the 
eggs which I then deliver to the pub and shop.

Then I start on the Bacon as we cure our own. It takes four to 
five days to dry cure. I then need to slice it up and vacuum pack 
it for the pub and the farm shop. I do this once a week. I take 
the pigs into the slaughter house once a week, which I always 
do at night.

We sometimes make our own sausages but that does take time, 
and makes a lot of mess, but the sausages do taste good!

When all the jobs are done, I’ll fall asleep in a comfy chair or go 
to the pub. This pretty much sums up my post trimming day.

9

Pigs and cattle are not 
the only thing that Steve 
breeds well. We would 
like to congratulate him 
on the birth of his first 
grandchild, a beautiful 
baby girl called Aiya 





11

by Ava Malt

A BRIEF HISTORY OF E T MALT Wopa UK
The WI have a lot to answer for!!

It was through the Women’s Institute Pen Pal scheme that 
Eileen went on an exchange trip to visit Harmen and Hank 
Woekevis in Holland. This was so successful that both she 
and Ed were invited back in January 1980. It was on this trip 
that they were taken by their hosts to the Amsterdam Show 
where the Wopa crush and equipment were seen and Ed 
became very interested in both the equipment and the hoof 
trimming concept which was not common in this country. 

Hank then took Ed to local farms to see hoof trimming and 
the crush “in action”, and at one point they were not far 
from the Wopa factory. Through Hank he was able to visit 
the factory and see the crushes being made, and here he 
met Jan Wopereis the inventor and manufacturer of Wopa 
crushes, they immediately hit it off and soon became firm 
friends, little did they know that this new friendship was one 
that would last their lifetime. 

As the friendship developed, Jan asked Ed if he would sell 
the Wopa crushes and kit in the U.K. and needless to say 
Ed agreed. It was decided to do two demonstrations in May 
1980, the first one would be held at Peter Padfield’s farm in 
Essex, and the second at home (Elm Farm), in conjunction 
with the British Grassland Society.      

Hank Stamp, a Dutch hoof trimmer from Utrecht College, came 
over as part of the team with four crushes - two to sell and 
one to use for demonstrations and one for father’s herd. The 
first demonstration was held at Padfield’s where both the two 
crushes taken were sold - Lord Rayleigh was the first Wopa 
crush purchaser. The second demo on our home farm was held 
and it was at this demonstration that the Dutch method was so 
enthusiastically received that it led to E.T. Malt & Son becoming 
the sole importers of Wopa crushes and equipment - and how the 
Five Step trimming method came about. 

Hank Stamp trained Ed in the Dutch method, and Ed then travelled 
the country, arranging demonstrations for farmers, their staff and 
vets. At this point The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
came into the picture and Ed helped to set up proper training for 
hoof care through what was then called the Agricultural Training 
Board. Father helped anyone to either train or set up in business, 
and to this day E.T. Malt & Son (Wopa UK) still sponsors students 
to gain their training.

Ed had a great rapport with both farmer customers, and the 
growing band of professional hoof trimmers, and it was his quest 
for not letting this relatively new aspect of cattle welfare stand 
still that led him to suggest to Tony Richardson and Harry Relph 
that they (the professional trimmers) should form an association 
to progress technique and welfare, and the rest as they say is 
history! I think father would be proud of the way the NACFT has 
progressed and developed for the good of the industry. It was 
never a surprise to the family that father supported hoof welfare 
when it was not a recognised issue at the time as we knew from 
experience that he was always testing new ideas. After all, he was 
the first farmer to use electric fencing to keep cattle in, and to trial 
set paddock grazing for his herd, so thinking “outside the box” 
was and is not new on Elm Farm!

Jan Wopereis and father’s friendship lasted a life time and ended 
on their both passing away in 2013, Jan on 11 June 2013 and 
father on 13 Jun 2013, but they have both left us with an amazing 
legacy of which we are justly proud.





U.K. Foot 
Trimmer’s 

Conference

The National Association  
of Cattle Foot Trimmers
Covering England, Wales, Scotland & Northern Ireland 

www.nacft.co.uk

THE NACFT ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO OUR CONFERENCE SPONSORS 

2017 Conference 
Sponsors

Book your tickets at 

www.nacft.co.uk/event/conference-2018/



9.00 Registration Continues 

10.00 SPEAKERS COMMENCE 

10.00-10.45 Professor Jon Huxley 
 - Lameness In The UK – Past, Present And Future
 Jon Huxley was raised on the family dairy farm on the north Wales border and 

graduated from the Royal Veterinary College in 1995. Following time in farm 
animal practice and at Bristol Veterinary School he became a foundation staff 
member at the University of Nottingham’s new Veterinary School in 2006.  
He is currently Professor of Cattle Health and Production and a UK and  
European specialist in cattle health. His research and clinical interests are in the 
endemic diseases of dairy cows, particularly lameness and mastitis, and the 
impacts of production and the housed environment on cattle health and welfare.

 Jon is Professor of Cattle Health and Production School of Veterinary  
Medicine and Science, University of Nottingham.

10.50-11.30 Professor Christoph Mülling 
 - Digital Dermatitis And Its Role Within The Skin
 Dr. Christoph Mülling D.V.M, Dr. med. vet. is the Professor of Veterinary 

Anatomy at the University of Leipzig, Germany. Christoph earned a doctor  
of veterinary medicine degree from the Freie Universitat Berlin in Berlin, 
Germany in 1988. After six years in large animal practice, he returned to the 
Freie Universitat, earning a Dr. med. vet. in veterinary medicine in 1993.  
Since then he has been active with academic research and teaching and is  
the current Associate Dean Academic, University of Leipzig, Germany.

 Kindly sponsored by

 BREAK

11.45-12.15 Pieter Kloosterman 
 - Non Healing White Line Disease
 Pieter Kloosterman was born and raised on a farm in Friesland. He started as a 

Dairy Husbandry Instructor/Trainer in 1980 at Practical Training Centre (IPC/ PTC 
+/DTC) in Oenkerk, The Netherlands, mainly focusing on hoof trimming courses 
in the “Dutch Method” developed by Mr. E. Toussaint Raven from the Veterinary 
Faculty of Utrecht. The method was adopted and tutored by the Training Centre 
Oenkerk to agricultural students, farmers, farm workers, veterinarians, vet 
students and professional hoof trimmers, not only in the Netherlands, but also 
abroad. Pieter started international hoof care courses in 1986 in Ireland and from 
1987 regularly in the UK (Farmkey, later Genus). He has worked closely for the 
last 25 years with Embryonics in the UK. Pieter was the Secretary and founder of 
the Dutch Hoof Trimmers Association for 17 years and is a regular visitor of the 
International Symposia of Lameness in Ruminants, North American congresses 
of the Hoof Trimmers Association and the annual meetings of the NACFT.

Friday 13th April, 2018 
Location: University of Nottingham, De Vere Orchard Hotel, University Park, Nottingham, NG7 2RJ

Thursday 12th April, 2018   
Location: University of Nottingham, De Vere Orchard Hotel, University Park, Nottingham, NG7 2RJ

5.00pm onwards Registration Opens

2017 Conference 
Sponsors
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12.20-12-45 Aaron LaVoy
 - What I Teach
 Aaron LeVoy was born and raised outside Detroit, Michigan. His childhood 

did not include cows or farming at all. Aaron joined the service and ended up 
marrying a girl from Wisconsin. When Aaron and his wife decided to move 
and settle in Wisconsin, he took a job on a dairy farm. After a few years doing 
this, he decided to start a hoof trimming business but he needed some official 
training which was supplied by Bill Kopperud. Aaron studied feet whenever 
he got the chance and still to this day he says he loves trimming cadaver feet 
and cutting them open to see the impact of the trim and balance of the bone 
structure and inner anatomy. He started his Midwestern Hoof Trimming  
School in 2014. Aaron’s training is very focused on anatomy and balance of 
the bone structure.

 LUNCH

1.45-2.30 Ian Lindsay LKL 
 - The Herdsman and The Trimmer,  
 A Marriage Made In Cloven?
 Ian Lindsay is the Business Development Director for LKL Services, a UK 

based company specialising in the recruitment of professional dairy farm staff 
in the UK and globally. In the last few years, he has been working increasingly 
in emerging markets and this includes a good deal of recent time in Nigeria. Ian 
looks after all LKL’s international clients. Ian is also MD of Agristaff Consulting, 
a company he set up in 2013 which complements his position within LKL. 
Ian is widely travelled both professionally and personally and has undertaken 
projects in Africa, the US, the Middle East and Europe. His consulting 
experience includes practical farm consultancy and training and development.

2.35-3.10 Dr Nick Bell MA VetMB, PhD, MRCVS
 - Automatic Lameness Detection – Are We Any Closer?
 Nick Bell is an independent herd health veterinary consultant based in Dorset. 

Son of a vet, he grew up on a small sheep and beef farm in Herefordshire, 
qualified from Cambridge University in 1999, and from then started working 
on lame cows, sheep, pigs, horses, the occasional elephant and one giraffe. 
Treating lameness has always been an obsession, so the lucky break came 
in the form of a PhD project at Bristol on dairy lameness control programmes 
in 2002-6 followed by the Healthy Feet Project in 2007 and then the Cow 
Tracking project in 2011. He is a NPTC examiner in Cattle Foot Trimming and 
member of the NACFT. He also has an interest in automatic monitoring of 
cow behaviour and welfare working with researchers at Writtle College, Essex 
University and Exeter University in the Cow Tracking project and IceRobotics.

3.15-4.00 Steve Wunderlich 
 - Foot Trimming Across The Pond
 Steve Wunderlich was born in the small town of Mansfield Pennsylvania, USA. 

His parents were school teachers and and as a child he was never around farm 
animals. He met his wife in 10th grade of school and her father was a hoof 
trimmer and so that’s how Steve started his passion for the business. Steve 
says every day he tries to learn and to educate himself in the hope that one 
day, he will be able to share the experience with his peers. Steve is 31 years 
old and has been trimming for almost 15 years.  

 TEA

4.30  NACFT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

6.30  DRINKS

8.00  SUPPER 

1515



THE NACFT ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO 
OUR CONFERENCE SPONSORS 

2017 Conference 
Sponsors

Entry Fee:  

To attend any or all of the 2018 U.K. Foot Trimmer’s Conference, 
including lunch, conference drinks party and dinner on 13th April.

10.00 am 
Crush demonstrations, 
new innovations and trade stands

Saturday 14th April, 2018 
Location: Centre for Dairy Science Innovation,  
The University of Nottingham, School of Veterinary 
Medicine and Science, Sutton Bonington Campus, 
Leicestershire, LE12 5RD

Book your tickets at www.nacft.co.uk/event/conference-2018

Tickets must be purchased even though free to all NACFT Members,  
so we know numbers for catering purposes.
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NACFT Members Free

NACFT Member partners £40

Non-NACFT members £70

Non-NACFT member partners £50



M c C l a r r o n s  

Care Insurance 

Doing so could be detrimental to the quality of 
cover you receive. 

With over 25 years’ experience in the rural 
sector, McClarrons independent insurance 
brokers can help you stay ahead of the risks 
associated with trimming.

For a complimentary review of your insurances, 
contact Charlie Gundry on 07701 281729 or at 
charlie.gundry@mcclarroninsurance.com. 

www.mcclarroninsurance.com

Arranging your 
insurance on  
the hoof?



by James Wilson, PhD student studying at Nottingham Vet School

Foot Trimming Experience On The Hoof

I am a first year PhD student studying at Nottingham Vet 
School having previously gained my degree in Agricultural 
and Livestock Science. For my AHDB Dairy funded PhD I will 
be researching investigating the long-term benefits of non-
steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) in the treatment 
and prevention of lameness in dairy cattle. Part of my 
research will take shape as a 3-year long on-farm treatment 
trial investigating NSAID treatments for lameness using 
mobility score and various imaging techniques to observe 
changes to the anatomy of the foot. The work will extend the 
lameness research conducted at Nottingham, over the last 
5+ years. If anyone is interested in the research I will be at the 
NACFT conference so feel free to come over for a chat! 

For the projects to begin I had to get up to speed with my 
foot trimming pretty rapidly! Having completed the 4 day 
Embryonics course in late September I was really keen to go 
out and get some real world experience under my belt. The 
opportunity arose through my supervisor who has several 
good contacts in the foot trimming world! 

The first person I tailed was Alex Burrows and I took an 
awful lot from watching him work, everything from trimming 
out some difficult toe ulcers through to having a good set 
up around the crush. I really took a lot from Alex particularly 
about knife skills, learning about using different angles to 
trim away certain lesions through to the versatility of the knife 
hook! After this I went away and trimmed a lot of cadaver feet 
in the university dissection lab, I was really trying to put my 
knife skills to the test and sourced some really challenging 
feet to work on! Once my confidence built up I went on to the 

real thing at the University 
dairy centre and again this 
really helped me build up 
technique and work on 
the set up of the tools and 
crush.

In late November I went 
down to Synergy vets in 
Dorset to work with their 
team of 8 full time trimmers. 
This involved a lot of cows 
feet and long days but it 
was an amazing opportunity 
to learn from truly skilled 
trimmers. The first day I 
spent with Dave Phillips 
doing a load of dry off trims 
and learnt the valuable 
lesson of less is more! Over 
the following days I tailed Gary Harding, Matt Board and  
Tom North learning about different trimming techniques, 
crush design, mobility scoring and the purpose of different 
blocks. The last day involved trimming with Tom which 
presented some particularly challenging toe ulcers, sole 
ulcers, white line abscesses and other more difficult lesions. 
This was a particularly useful day as it really taught me that if 
you stick to your 5 steps you really cannot go wrong. I must 
say a quick thank you to Jon Reader and the team at Synergy 
who organised the week and all of the trimmers who were 
such a good laugh!
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New NACFT Website
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If you haven’t checked out the new wesbite 
then do so! It’s much easier to keep your details 
updated, change your username and password 
or even add photos to your profile.

There’s a shop where you can pay your annual 
membership, if you don’t already do it by direct debit. 

You can book your tickets for NACFT organised 
events, and shortly merchandise will be available to 
buy on line too.

To login click MY account at 
the top of your screenwww.nacft.co.uk



Just before Christmas I tailed Jon Offland (one of the 
“Hoofman” team) up to Shropshire for another day’s trimming. 
Again, there were a few challenging claws to take on but it was 
great to work with Jon and see his set up. It was particularly 
good to learn about the block types he used, techniques for 
prepping the claw for blocking etc. and to see the speed that 
I could potentially get up to in the future! It was particularly 
great to see Jon’s knife skills and what he left to a rotary 
cutting blade compared to what he would do using a knife.

To finish off my initial training I spent two days on farm with 
Nick Bell who advised me on technique and also gave a great 
workshop on how to use a rotary cutting blade. Nick gave 
me absolutely fantastic feedback including what I did well 
and where I could improve my technique not only in terms of 
trimming but also in terms of crush set up and my role as a 
trimmer for the farm. Nick’s expertise really shone through and 
it was great to hear his thoughts on both my trimming and the 
set up of the trial as well.

From following these trimmers I have gained a key 
understanding of the recognition, management 
and treatment of lame cattle particularly in relation 
to the role of the foot trimmer on farm. It has been 
a fantastic experience to meet so many skilled 
trimmers and have the common causes of lameness 
explained to me in relation to a foot in front of me. 
I would strongly encourage any student wanting to 
work with cattle to tail a trimmer for at least a few 
days just to gain a real appreciation of the patience, 
skill and dedication these people have for their jobs. 
Conversely any foot trimmer who is approached by 
a student enquiring about work experience, I would 
say to give it a go, the student may surprise you 
and it may act as a nice refresher for yourself (plus 
students make good cups of tea!). Over the last 3 
months I have learnt a huge amount about lameness 
in cattle. I would like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone in the foot trimming world who shared their 
time, experience and enthusiasm for all things feet.

When you login into the NACFT website you will be greeted with the new MY account page, 
this page contains the following sections:

Your profile page shows  
information that gets shown on 
the Find a trimmer map link

Click the

under your name to edit  
your profile details

You choose what you  
want the public to see 

3 Hide from Public

Remember to click 

 
to save your new details

Shows your 
membership  

type and status

View your last 
check day

Edit your 
address 
details

This is the 
address the 
trimmer will 
be sent to

Edit your name, 
email address 
or change your 

password

Shows any 
orders made 

through 
the NACFT 

website

Overview

Edit Profile

Update Profile

and when your’e finished simply click LOGOUT
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What I do when I’m 
not trimming

Hello my name is Craig Lawrence. 

Let me tell you a little about myself; 

I have always been immersed in the 

agricultural industry as my parents had a 

small holding. I was never in the house, 

always outside with the cattle. 



Working on a farm after school and weekends from an early 
age made it all I wanted to do when I left school. I began 
my first herdsman position at the age of 17. That’s where 
my passion for foot trimming started whilst doing all the feet 
myself, seeing cow’s foot health getting better and preventing 
cows from going lame. 

Whilst working as a herdsman I completed several 
herdsman foot trimming courses but when a move into herd 
management meant getting less time to trim, I decided it was 
time for a change. I looked into foot trimming courses and 
did the 4 day professional foot trimming course, then worked 
towards my Diploma and my NPTC in cattle foot trimming. I 
am now a cat 1 fully licensed foot trimmer attending biannual 
check days.

I have been trimming cows now for 24 years, 12 of them 
professionally, and I have also done a teaching qualification 
and have undertaken some teaching in colleges and on farms 
for staff.

When I am not foot trimming I take time for my family and 
my interests. Taking time out to spend with my wife, Philippa, 
and my children, Ted and Phoebe, is very important to me.  
As a family we do a lot of walking with our two dogs Wingnut, 
a Border Terrier and Sam, a Border Collie pup, who we are 
attempting to train at the moment. I also do a lot of walking 
with my daughter Phoebe and her pony… that helps keeps 
me fit!

I also do a lot of cycling and running with my kids as they are 
training for triathlons and I am currently training for a 10 mile 
Tough Mudder which will take place in the Autumn.

My son Ted and I have a keen interest in aviation. We are 
always trying to fit in going to air shows, air museums and 
airports to watch aircraft. Having a flying lesson or two 
myself, Ted has now joined the Aero Club and started flying 
lessons. I am a keen follower of Rugby and am involved with 
Oswestry Rugby Club where Ted plays. That takes care of 
Sunday morning lie-ins with training and matches to go to 
but it’s all worth it.

We have recently bought a house with some land which will 
be a long term renovation project, some of which I hope to do 
myself in my spare time! Although, I don’t seem to get much 
of that!
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Knives

Steve Paul Limited

Green Shoes
Kit Size: 12 Std / XL
Kit Size: 36 Std / XL 

www.cowsfeet.co.uk • 01963 824448 
Call our friendly team with your order by 2pm and we  
will do our best to get it to you by the next working day

Bovi-BondA selection of blocks to choose from

Demotec 95
Kit Size: 14 
Kit Size: 42 

Demotec 90
Kit Size: 42 The  

ANKA 
Crush: 
• Available in  

3 phase or  
single phase

• All stainless steel 
• Remote

“The best engineered foot trimming crush at the show...” 
Eurotier Machinery Exhibitor

Free UK mainland delivery 
when you spend £50  
online excluding VAT 

XL wedge 
block also 
available!

All Demotec 
items sold 
separately  

as well

Please ring us to find out our bulk order trimmer 
prices as they are not shown on our website!



www.cowsfeet.co.uk • 01963 824448 
Call our friendly team with your order by 2pm and we  
will do our best to get it to you by the next working day

Meet the NACFT Committee

Ross Anthony
 Merchandise

 rossrals@hotmail.co.uk

Paul Martin 
Stock1stpaulm@outlook.com

Sotirios Karvountzis
Vet Liaison

sotirios@mendipvets.net

Steve Paul
Chairman

chairman@nacft.co.uk • 07850 960570

Gordon Marsh 
gordonmarsh1@gmail.com

Johnny Miller 
info@jmcattleltd.com

Steve Simmons 
hooftrimmer56@gmail.com

Henrietta Stickland 
Secretary

secretary@nacft.co.uk • 01963 440837

Charlie Harding 
Treasurer

treasurer@nacft.co.uk • 07824 844621

Craig Lawrence
lawrence7dl@btinternet.com

Neil Barrett
njbhoofcare@icloud.com

Simeon Lloyd 
simeonlloyd@hotmail.com
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• Download the NACFT Membership 
Form and set up a standing order

•  Purchase online and pay  
by PAYPAL or BACS

Your NACFT membership  
is due on the 1st April

Three easy ways to renew, visit 
www.nacft.co.uk/membership


